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Muslims Minority Rights and the Discourse of Religious Freedom in The Ayodhya and Bababudangiri Disputes
In India today, there is much concern on whether there are adequate legal safeguards for religious minorities and whether constitutional guarantees of
religious freedom serve to protect these minorities. Despite the rights enshrined in the Indian Constitution such as the freedom of conscience, the right to
propagate and practisereligion, the provision for religious denominations to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes)
there appears to be apathy and lack of enforcement of these constitutional safeguards. Whereas it is possible to understand these questions from a social
and political context including the rise of Hindu political groupings | offer a different analysis based on debates within religious studies.
I argue in this paper that the concept of religious freedom is inherently flawed due to the conceptual problems inherent in implementing it in the Indian




context, particularly in relation to the distinction between the religious and the secular in constitutional theory, the principle of equal treatment and the
idea of a neutral and secular state. These conceptual problems are demonstrated by examining two disputes i.e. a mosque being claimed as a temple at
Ayodhya and claims over a Sufi dargah at Bababudangiri. | show that such guarantees of religious freedom and the talk of rights are not sustainable in
light of the social phenomena being described as “religion”.

This paper contributes to an understanding of how religion as a concept contributes to Asian identity and helps us reconceptualise Asian culture.
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