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Professor Suisheng Zhao
(University of Denver)

China and America:
Sleeping Walk into Conflict?

As tensions between the United States and China keep rising and there is no light at the
end of the tunnel, their relationship has come to its lowest point since the normalization
of the diplomatic relationship in 1979. Leaders in both Washington and Beijing claim
to want to avoid a new Cold War, but they are already engaged in a global struggle for
dominance. As the two most powerful countries in the international system, each is the
other’s greatest potential threat and goes to considerable lengths to reduce the other’s
ability to threaten their security, prosperity, or way of life. What are the unique features
of the current Sino-US conflict? How have they got to the point? What are the root
causes of this rivalry? What is the prospect of the Sino-US competition? My
presentation will seek answers to these important questions.

Suisheng Zhao is a Professor and Director of the Center for China-US Cooperation at
Josef Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver. He is the founder
and editor of the Journal of Contemporary China and the author and editor of more
than two dozen of books. His most recent book is The Dragon Roars Back:
Transformational Leaders and Dynamics of Chinese Foreign Policy (Stanford
University Press, 2022). A Post-Doctoral Campbell National Fellow at Hoover
Institution of Stanford University, he received his Ph.D. degree in political science from
the University of California-San Diego, an M.A. degree in Sociology from the
University of Missouri, and BA and M.A. degrees in economics from Peking University.
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